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This research aims to investigate students’ perception toward code 
switching performed by lecturers in teaching speaking at English 
Education Study Program at UKI Toraja. Researchers used descriptive 
quantitative methods. The population of this research  are the 6th 
semester students who have finished taking Speaking courses. Random 
sampling technique is used in sample selection with questionnaire as a 
tool to collect data. The results of the study were processed using 
quantitave by calculating the percentage of 10 items presented in the 
questionnaire. The result shows that students have positive perception 
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Being able to communicate orally is the main objective of learning English (Endang, Widiastuti, & Darussalam, 
2020). Thus, it is expected that lecturer mainly use English as instructional language to get the same 
response, and by doing that, students can improve their ability in speaking. In fact, because English is not the 
primary language in Indonesia, then lecturers usually use English and Indonesia in delivering their 
explanation.This is the main factor that code switching as a phenomena in Sociolinguistics occur in Speaking 
class. 
 
Code switching is the alternating use of more than one linguistic code in the classroom by any of the 
classroom participants (e.g., teacher, students, teacher aide) (Lin, 2013). When two or more people 
communicate with each other, we can call the system they use a code (Wardraugh & Fuller, 2015). That is 
why, language alteration is usually called code switching (CS). 
Some researchers attribute that the code change is negative for the emergent student (Algarin-Ruiz, 2014), 
but several research had shown positive perception toward CS. Recent research showed some positive 
perception toward the use of CS (Hakim, B. M.; Arflida, F.; Satriani , Intan;, 2019) The result shows (1) majority 
of students agree on code-switching use in learning teaching activity (2) they perceive code-switching helps 
them in improving their listening skills (3) they give more respect to teachers who use code-switching when 
they teach (4) they consider code-switching use increases their chance in passing examination and (5) they 
feel more comfort and more confident when they study English. 
 
CS also occur at English Education Study Program of UKI Toraja. Lecturers are multilingual. They speak 
English, Indonesia and local language, Torajan language. Thus, in teaching, lecturers sometimes alter their 
language. This also happen in Speaking class in which lecturers should use English to make students practice 
their ability in speaking. This phenomena has been the reason to conduct a research to find out students’ 




Researchers used quantitative design to analyze the data. The population was the 6th semester students who 
have finished taking Speaking courses. Random sampling technique is used in sample selection with 
questionnaire as a tool to collect data. In the questionnaire, students are asked to vote Strongly Agree, Agree, 





       
P = Persentation 
n = Number of respondents who selected a specific item 




Data from a questionnaire filled out by 32 respondents showed that most students felt that the use of code 
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Table 1. Percentage of Students Chose Each Item 
 
Statement SS S TS STS 
When lecture explain a new topic in English and Bahasa, I 









It is easy for me to know the meaning of new words and 





























CS helps me to be familiar to the correct pronunciation of 















I am encouraged to participate talking when lecture mix the 

















Code switching performed by lecture reduces students’ 









I feel motivated and confidence when lecturer mix their 









Average 24.7% 64.7% 5.61% 4.99% 
 
From the table above, it can be seen that Strongly Agree was chosen by 24.7% respondents, Agree was 
chosen by 64.7% respondents, Disagree was choen by 5.61% respondents and Strongly Disagree was 




Based on the finding above, students agree that they easily follow the material when lecturer introduce new 
topic in English and Indonesia. They also agree that CS help them in understanding difficult concept. By doing 
CS, lecturer helps them to understand new words and sentences. 
Students also agree that CS helps them to be familiar to the correct pronunciation of sounds in English and 
also grammar. When lecturer use the languages repeatedly and continuously, students can learn more about 
the languages used by the lecturer. It helps them to keep in mind what the lecturer talking about, then students 
can easily acquire the language. This also supports that CS students to maintain both students’ L1 and English 
CS that have been chosen as a strategy in teaching seems unavoidable in a classroom interaction of 
multilingual people. As stated by Hamid (2016),  
 
switching from English to Indonesian or other languages can also be employed as communication strategy in 
English conversation classroom.  
 
By doing that, lecturers hope that they can build an interactive situation in the classroom. Thus, using two or 
more languages, especially students’ first language, reduces the anxiety of students, while motivation and self 
confidence raised. This will result to students participation in classroom. It is then unsurprisingly that students 
prefer learn English when lecture combine their instructional language in teaching.  
Based on the fact above, CS is considered necessary to do in learning process. This can be a strategy that 
can help students to understand the material given, but lecturer is expected to limit the language alteration, so 
students can get comprehensive input, as states by Afriani (2020): 
 
use  of  code switching  is beneficial  for  learners  but  it  also  need  limitation  because  it  could  damage  the  
process  of language acquisition as learners do not get comprehensive input. 
 
Conclusively, students have positive perception toward code switching performed by lecturer in teaching 
Speaking. This can be seen from the data found on this research that most students chose agree and strongly 
disagree for all 10 items presented in questionnaire. 
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 Conclusion
 
From the discussion above, it can be concluded that students have positive perception of code switching 
performed by lecturers in teaching Speaking in English Education Study Program at UKI Toraja. This can be 
seen from the percentage of respondents who voted agree and strongly agree from the 10 items in the 
questionnaire. 
Based on the conclusion, the researchers suggest the lecturer to combine their language in teaching 
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